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Minutes of the AGM of the AMGS, Saturday 16 November, 2002     

Held at the Goethe-Institute, Room 6, 13:30-14:00, and sent as part of our Newsletter to all AMGS members on 7January, 2003

1. The Convenor, Dr Christine Hoffmann, opened this year’s AGM. In attendance were: Astrid Küllmann-Lee (Secretary), Reinhild Weiss (Treasurer), Ingrid Williams (Membership Secretary), Lieselotte Brodbeck, Dr Karl-Dieter Rossade. 

Apologies from Dr Norbert Pachler (Deputy Convenor), Dr Peter Barker (Review-Editor), Dr Christine Stieblich, Gabriela Steinke, Dr James Jordan, Dr Joanne Leal, Geraldine Mitchell, Prof Dr Gisela Shaw, Dr Susan Tebbutt.

2. As a reminder the Convenor gave a brief summary of relevant points of the previous AGM (17 Nov 2001) and the Newsletter (01/11/ 2001 which had been sent to all AMGS members). At the 2001 AGM many thanks were expressed for the commitment of some long standing Officers and Panel members who had announced their resignations: Dr Stephen Barbour, Dr Ulrike Cohen, Dr Helen Hughes, Elisabeth Lazarus, Elisabeth Lücking, Williams Niven, Geoff​rey Plow. The offer of three AMGS members to join as new Panel Members was grate​fully accepted: Carola Percival, Dr Klaus-Dieter Rossade, Gabriela Steinke.

3. The 2002 report was based on regular exchanges within the e-group and the Minutes of five meetings held during the year and began with an account of the preparations leading to this year’s conference ‘Focus on Grammar’, organised by Dr Christine Hoffmann (Convenor AMGS and UCL Language Centre), Dr Christine Stieblich (Goethe Institut London), Dr Christian Fandrych (German Department, King’s College London) and Irmgard Wanner (KCL, Modern Language Centre) with additional financial help from the Austrian Cultural Forum and valuable administrative support from Barbara Homrighausen (Goethe Institut) and Adam Salisbury (UCL Language Centre). We hope the proceedings of the last conference will be published again as a Special Issue in GFL Online http://www.gfl-journal.de/ as last year’s AMGS conference Berlin 2001: A City Odyssey which had been organised by our Panel Member Dr Joanne Leal and the Special Issue GFL 2/2002 Youth Literature and Culture with Dr Susan Tebbutt as Guest Editor.

4. Our updated AMGS Flyer includes several references to our close links with the online jour​nal German as a Foreign Language, http:www.gfl-journal.de which is published three times a year in co-operation with the DAAD (The German Academic Exchange Service) and the Goethe-Institute London. Articles can be downloaded as html (web pages) or pdf-file for free. The close relationship between the AMGS and the gfl-journal is demonstrated by the fact that AMGS panel member Prof Dr  Gisela Shaw is on the Advisory Board, Dr Norbert Pachler on the Editorial Board and Dr Peter Barker responsible for Book Reviews for which we now have an easy link from our own website http://www.amgs.org.uk  As had been anticipated, some AMGS members are beginning to make more use of the networking facilities and have also become more aware of the publishing facilities in this area. In the future, we would like to see even greater participation in terms of suggestions and comments. 

5. Recruiting new AMGS members and AMGS Panel members, especially from the schools’ sector, continues to be one of our main concerns. However, despite discussions of possible recruitment drives including attempts to find ‘hot topics’ from perusal of GCSE- and AS/A-Level papers the Panel has not taken any new further steps in this direction.

6. In April 2002 a letter was sent to about 80 AMGS members, remin​ding them of the increase in membership fees. We received a dozen or so resignations mainly by long time members who had retired or left the profession. We were also able to update our membership data and compile an Email register which has significantly simplified contacting our current members. 

7. Treasurer’s Report: after last year’s deficit, the calendar year 2001 showed a modest sur​plus of £ 229.60. This was achieved through increased income from subscription fees and royalties from MGS1 and MGS 2, the transfer from the “Standing Conference on Ab Initio German” and the very successful Berlin 2001 conference.

8. Due to an increase in responsibilities as HoD at Trent University Dr James Jordan, one of our most active Panel Officers, decided to resign. We thank him for his contributions over the years, especially as Co-Editor of MGS 1 and 2 and wish him well. We invited Dr Ursula Wingate to join as new Panel member which she kindly accepted. Please add her to your own Email address book: Ursula.Wingate@edstud.ox.ac.uk

9. We were reminded regularly throughout the last year that Astrid Küllmann-Lee, our AMGS Secretary since 1998 wishes to step down from her office. However, no volunteer to replace her seems to be in sight and there is absolutely no doubt that we are going to miss her hospitality at the LSE in Rooms A588 and A698 . However, she will continue to carry out some of the core tasks until a successor can be found for which we all thank her warmly.

10. Finally we discussed future conferences. We would like to pursue Dr Peter Barker’s offer of a joint conference in the Spring of 2004 with the Centre for East German Studies, Universi​ty of Reading, on the topic of Transformation processes in East Germany. Looking further beyond some of us were toying with the idea of asking our fellow members in Ireland about the chances of getting something off the ground in perhaps Dublin, Limerick or Cork?

Dr Christine Hoffmann, Convenor, and

Ingrid KJ Williams, Membership Secretary

