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Annual General Meeting

Saturday, 15 November 2003

Agenda

1. Apologies for absence

2. Minutes of last AGM, 16 November 2002

3. Convenor’s Report (Dr Christine Hoffmann)

4. Treasurer’s Report (Reinhild Weiss)

5. Secretary’s Report (Astrid Küllmann-Lee)

6. Membership Secretary’s Report (Ingrid Williams)

7. Officers and Panel membership: resignations and elections

8. A.O.B.

Minutes of the AGM of the AMGS, Saturday 15 November, 2003     

Held at the Goethe-Institute, Room x, 17:00-18:00, and will be sent as part of our Newsletter to all AMGS members in January, 2004

1. The Convenor, Dr Christine Hoffmann, opened this year’s AGM. In attendance were: 

Astrid Küllmann-Lee (Acting Secretary), Reinhild Weiss (Treasurer), Dr Peter Barker (Review Editor), Carola Percival. 

Apologies from Dr Christine Stieblich, Dr Norbert Pachler (Deputy Convenor), Ingrid Williams (Membership Secretary), Dr Joanne Leal, Dr Ursula Wingate, Gabriela Steinke, Geraldine Mitchell, Dr Susan Tebbutt.

2. The Convenor gave a brief summary of relevant points of the previous AGM (16/11/ 2002) and the last Newsletter, which had been sent to all AMGS members. The AMGS Panel Officers and Panel Members accepted the Minutes of the last AGM. 

3. The report for the current year was based on the Minutes of four meetings held during the year. Christine thanked the Goethe Institute for hosting the 2003 Conference “Focus on Skills”. The cooperation between Dr. Christian Fandrych (Kings, German Department), Irmgard Wanner, (Kings Language Centre), Dr Christine Stieblich (Goethe Institut, London) and Dr Christine Hoffmann and the staff at her institution (Paul Hogan, UCL) is well established now and there are plans for further ‘joint-ventures’, details are still very firmly ‘under wrap’. As with previous conferences, the proceedings of today’s conference will be published again as a Special Issue in GFL Online http://www.gfl-journal.de/.  The AMGS is also very grateful to the Goethe Institute for offering their premises for the next AMGS Conference: Transformationsprozesse in den neuen Bundesländern (24-25 April 2004). Further to the details available at the AGM, we are very happy to report that the Editorial Board of the gfl-journal has offered to make the proceedings of the April 04 Conference available as two separate issues, one to concentrate on the socio-political and economic topics (edited by Dr Peter Barker) and the other one on linguistic and cultural topics (Edited by Dr Klaus-Dieter Rossade)

Ingrid Williams kindly made the AMGS Flyer available for today’s event. However, moves are underway to review the AMGS advertising material (including the logo) and the use and function of the AMGS website. This subject has been earmarked for discussion in the first Panel Meeting of 2004 (5th February) 

4. The Treasurer reported that in 2002, the Association made a surplus as our outgoings were considerably lower than the income from subscription fees, royalties, book sales and accumulated interest on various accounts. As our conference papers and articles are now published online, expenditure for the year could be kept low and is not expected to show an increase in the future. As in recent years, our Income and Expenditure Account was put together with gratefully accepted expert help from a member of the profession.
Reinhild Weiss also made a plea inviting members from all over the UK to join the panel and to become more actively involved in the running our association. Funding has been made available to cover travel expenses and to support conferences and further worthwhile projects. ALL Members benefit from our online publications and reduced fees when attending AMGS conferences, which makes membership of the AMGS exceptionally good value for money. 

5. After the announcement of her intended resignation from office, the Secretary, with very gratefully accepted help from Ingrid Williams, has carried out her duties a as ‘Acting Secretary’ during the past year, as the prospective successor had to delay taking up her duties due to very pressing work commitments.  

We are now in the fortunate position that a long-term Panel Member has expressed her willingness to stand for office, starting in January 2004. The AMGS documents, which the former Secretary Dr Martin Brady handed over to Astrid Küllmann-Lee, will be passed on to Dr Joanne Leal for safekeeping. 

The Secretary endorsed the Treasurer’s plea for members from all over the United Kingdom, specifically from the Secondary School Sector, to join the AMGS panel and to become more actively involved in the running the association. We also wish to engage more people in various parts of the British Isles in activities relating to the aims of our organisation. There are nascent plans to organise Conferences in Eire and Scotland, as it is felt that the London region should not benefit all the time from its geographical position to the detriment of far-away places. This might be a way to recruiting new AMGS members and AMGS Panel members, especially from the schools’ sector, which continues to be one of our main concerns.

The Secretary indicated her willingness to continue to play an active role on the AMGS Panel for a number of years to come and to pass on her experience gathered in organising our annual conferences, possibly in cooperation with other organisations.

6. Due to her illness the Membership Secretary delayed her detailed report until the next AMGS Panel Meeting in December 2003. It can be reported now that there is a firm base of loyal supporters of over 100 and around 50 ‘uncertain’ candidates who do not reply to any letter, email or polite reminder. Ingrid Williams reported with regret that even one or two Panel Members had not got round to paying their dues and hoped that they would do so by the end of the year. 

Some 20-30 members were deleted from the database, as they either resigned, mainly due to retirement, or it was brought to our attention that they had died. Further lapsed members will have to be deleted next year, after receipt of payments for 2004 and a clearer picture should emerge.

7. As reported under point 5, Joanne Leal (Birkbeck College) has now taken over as Secretary. There were no other additions to the Panel.

8. Considering our healthy financial circumstances, the Secretary proposed a P-G-Student Essay Competition. (£100 in book vouchers for the winner and free participation at the next AMGS conference, to run for three years in the first instance) If the take-up of the challenge signals sufficient interest in this new prize, and our bank balance permitting, we may continue to fund this essay competition after the trial run.
The meeting closed 18.00 hours sharp.

Dr Christine Hoffmann, Convenor, and

Astrid Küllmann-Lee, Acting Secretary

