Association of Modern German Studies

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 13 July 2005 (at Birkbeck College, 43 Gordon Square, London, WC1H 0PD)

Present: Peter Barker, Christine Hoffmann, Astrid Küllmann-Lee, Joanne Leal, Carola Percival, Klaus-Dieter Rossade, Reinhild Weiss, Ingrid Williams

Apologies: Lieselotte Brodbeck, Ulla Kite, Nobert Pachler, Gabi Steinke

1.
The minutes of the last Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 8 December 2004 were accepted as a correct record.

2.
Convenor’s Report (Klaus-Dieter Rossade)


It was noted that Klaus-Dieter Rossade had taken over from Christine Hofmann as convenor. The new convenor thanked CS for all her work for the association. He noted the changed timing of the AGM from the end to the middle of the calendar year. He reported changes to the panel structure which no longer consists of officers and members but only of members with specific portfolios. Changes have been made to the website to reflect this. He noted the success of the April conference ‘Film since the “Wende”’ and thanked all those involved. He noted the first winners of the Gisela Shaw prize had been announced. He also reported on progress with the involvement of the Association in the German Teacher Award. The Association’s logo had appeared on the leaflet and an invitation was issued for a member to join the Award panel. However, the association’s representative failed to attend the Award panel meeting. In the light of this omission, the convenor sent a letter of apology to the Award panel and is awaiting a response.  

3. 
Acting Treasurer’s Report (Astrid Küllmann-Lee)


The Treasurer presented the income and expenditure account for the year ended 31 December 2004. She recorded her thanks for the professional help received in dealing with the Association’s finances. She also noted the Association’s large accumulated surplus and suggested that members decide where is should be kept. She reported that Carola Percival had agreed to take on the role of Treasurer.

4.
Secretary’s Report (Joanne Leal)


The Secretary reported on the success of April’s film conference and progress with the two GfL volumes which will contain papers from the conference. She noted that electronic distribution of the ‘Arbeitsmaterialien’ seemed to have worked well.

5.
Membership Secretary’s Report (Ingrid Williams)


The Membership Secretary presented membership statistics and noted that she and the treasurer would contact members whose payment details still need clarification. She suggested that a letter could be sent to those who had not paid and that a questionnaire about the Association could be sent to all members.

6.
Reports of panel members with special responsibilities


There were no reports.

7.
Panel membership: resignations and elections


Carola Percival replaces Astrid Küllmann-Lee as Treasurer.

Astrid Küllmann-Lee will function as acting Secretary for the period of Joanne Leal’s study leave during the academic year 2005-06.

Christine Hoffmann will act as the Association’s link to Language Centres.

Reinhild Weiss will act as the Association’s link to the FCO.

Lieselotte Brodbeck will be responsible for the flyer.

